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I've been in the Czech Republic for almost 3 months already. It's amazing how quickly time has
gone! These first months have included a lot of language classes, meeting people and finding my
way around. | feel like | am slowly beginning to understand different aspects of the language...but |
am no where near fluent yet! I've realized that if | have a conversation one-on-one with someone,
and they speak slowly, | can usually understand most of what is said; however, | still struggle when
I'm in a larger group where they are all speaking Czech, | am completely lost. :)

One thing | had asked you all to pray for before | left was for a host family. I'm happy to report that
for the past 5 weeks, | have been living with a Czech family. They are great! It's a young couple and
their 1.5 year old daughter. They are incredibly patient with me and help me to understand both the
language and the culture. It's been a blessing to live with them! And, their daughter has been a huge
help in my language learning too!

One thing you can continue to pray for is that relationships would continue to develop; both with
those in my language class and with Czechs. | feel like God has given me a great opportunity to
meet and love people, and | want to take advantage of these opportunities. But, | realize that | can't
love people in my own strength; I've been realizing more and more how | need to rely on God's
strength...to love people, to speak a new language, to make a difference.

Thanks for your prayers and support! | have been very blessed by each of you!
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Commissions on a Mission

11/15/11
AThe commi ssions are off and running with
Gifts and Discernment, Pastoral/Leadership Team, and the Structure Task Group (STG) on
Sunday afternoon October 9™ to write Philosophy of Ministry statements. Our definition of a
Philosophy of Ministry (POM) is something that guides your activities and efforts as you carry
out our churchodés overalll pur pose. We aske
woudexcite people to action who are passion

incorporate something from our purpose statement into their POM as well. The groups were
challenged to keep their statements to 10 words or less and they all did an awesome job!

Christ, We
OEmpowering

Our Overall Purpose T As Fol |l ower s of
Pastoral/Leadership Team is using this Philosophy of Ministry,
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Commission

Focus

Philosophy of Ministry

Worship
Members: Sandy Aeschliman,
Jane Sauder, Marcia Lehman

Our relationship with Jesus

Praising God with Freedom and
Unity

Community Life
Members: Linda Rufenacht,

Our relationships with each other

Becoming a church family that en-
courages, supports, and accepts

Donna Friesen, Rhonda Waidelich everyone.
Outreach . . : . . .
Members: Amy Leichty, Our relatlgrll?rggﬁ v:gh;triwgr?e outside Usi ng seorv?nroth%rls fts t|o
Janet Myers, Bill Walsh 9reg y 9
Discipling : . .
Members: Nancy Bontrager, Calling, teaching, and nurturing of Resource For Life
: . ourselves and others
Marla Miller, Joy Kauzlick
Administration AStewarding our hler
Members: Jim King, John King, Support for all other commissions resources to make everyone feel
Corey Smeltzer wel come and vall u

Where are you being called to serve?
What are you passionate about?
Where are your gifts?
Where does your personal ministry style fit best?
These commission leaders with the help of Gifts Discernment are filling ministry positions now!

Be watching the Commissions Communication Bulletin Board on the wall outside the church
nursery for news and updates.

Thank you for your prayers and ongoing support as we continue to learn and grow together!
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GREETINGS FROM SAR®D BY ANNA ENGLE

Greetings from Sapporo! We had our first dusting of snow this morning, though it is nothing compared to
what's coming. Apparently the snow accumulates to 2 or 3 feet all winter, making Sapporo one of the larg-
est major metropolitan areas with a continuous massive amount of srioue to this, many tourists come

in February for the worldamous Sapporo Snow Festival. You should come!

| want to thank everyone for their prayers. | feel God's steady presence in my daily life, and | feel so blesse
that adjusting to life here has been so easy for me. Seeing God at work around me and at my church is suc
a huge joy. Multiple people get saved every week at church. In my last newsletter update, | asked for praye
for my friend Shogo, the Spanispeaking Japanese guy | was hanging out with. | am so happy to share that
Shogo has started coming to church, this Sunday for the third time! He's also been comihgrtohurch
activities and getting to know some of the male Christians at chuikaiow his initial interest in church was
probably due more to curiosity about foreigners and me than God, but however it came about, he's coming
to church, and that is an answer to prayer! | ask that you continue to pray for Shogo, that he may compre-
hend who God really is and what it means to follow God and have a personal relationship with him. Please
also pray that | will have wisdom in my friendship with Shogo, becausgiduglations here are different

in Japan. My cavorker John and his wife, Natalie, have also started coming to my church. They are already
strong Christians and I'm so blessed to know them.

| have settled into a nice routine at work and in my personal life. Learning students' names and faces has
really helped me to feel more a part of the school community. In addition to studying their names dalily, in
the last month | went on two overnight seminars with my students, and this greatly accelerated my aquisi-
tion of students' names and faces. Students at my school are organized in different "classes" that are simile
to college majors. The 80 freshman International Course students had an overnight English Seminar, and
the 120 freshman Business Course students had an overnight Business Seminar. At the English seminar, |
had excellent opportunities for conversation with the students from morning to night, through eating meals
together in the seminar restaurant, interacting during their seminar activities,esfidrcing "lights out" at

night. The International Course students enjoy speaking English and, though nervous sometimes, are good
at English, so speaking with them is a joy.

The Business Seminar was conducted mostly in Japanese, so | felt a bit tense due to my lack of comprehe
sion, but | enjoyed cteaching a "Business English" class with Ms. Nakamura. It was nice to get to know her
better, and the seminar was great for helping me learn faces and names of students. Through the seminar,
was also able to learn more about my students. In general, the business students have low levels of Englis|
ability and motivation, so they are not "in their element” during English class. But during this seminar, they
made incredible, creative presentations in Japanese, | got to observe them doing what they do best, as wel
as justhaving fun with each other. | even joined in the fun, folk dancing with students and Ms. Nakamura
around the giant, indoor bonfire (lit by students with torches) in the evening.

Learning to understand the Japanese high school student (and the Japanese, in general) is a process for n
but it's something | strive to do. My continuous goal is to respect the Japanese and always see them as
equal human beings. | am so passionate about multiculturalism and antiracism, so it's difficult for me to ad-
mit that | still have prejudiced thoughts sometimes. But just like lustful, jealous, or hateful thoughts, which
are a reality of our sinful human nature, thoughts of prejudice must be seen for what they are and dealt
with. They should not be allowed to grow because then they will turn into something much worse.



Page 4

HERE’S WHAT WE’RE

In November | will have an "American Thanksgiving" at my house, and my guests will include Americans, an
Australian, a New Zealander, a Londoner, and Japanese, In December | will fly to Osaka to spend Christmas
with Mark and Stephanie Bartsch and their two sons. The Bartschs are close family friends, and | feel blesse
that | can spend Christmas with people who feel like family to me. For New Years, | will travel with them to a
ski resort. It already feels like Christmas in Japan, because due to no Thanksgiving to "get in the way," Chris
mas decorations and promotions are in full swing! Even though | live in Japan, | won't be missing out on a
Christmas of consumerism.

Again | want to thank you for your support and prayers. | am learning so much about God at work in Japan,
and I'm so thankful that | can be a part of what's happening. | rejoice that God works through us and in spite
of us. This week | read the story of Samson in Judges. Samson did not seem very interested in listening to
God, but God still used Samson's actions to accomplish God's bigger purgosetdrested in listening to

God, though I certainly am not perfect, but itsfreshing to know that God will still use me and my actions to
accomplish his bigger purpose.

If you would like to receive my-mail updates, please send me amil atcoconutchile@gmail.com.also
have a bloggoconutchile.blogspot.com, buitprovide more personal details through theaails.

My prayer requests:
« That I will continue to learn students' names,
« That I can get to know my students' better and share God with them.
e That Shogo will understand what God is really about.
« For the many new believers at my church.
« That God will move in the life of my colleague, Ms. Nakamura.
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And God Said “No” .
D A
| asked God to take away my pride, and God said, No. \;%«, J\ —
(Ox Y

He said it was not for Him to take away, but for me to give up. %\. o
| asked God to make my handicapped child whole, and God said, &
o 35
He said her spirit is whole, her body is only temporary. ¥ J\\"«
(Ox¥ r
| asked God to grant me patience, and God said, No. ‘5‘
He said that patience is a by product of tribulation: it 2 My »P
isn’'t granted, it’s earned. /,\,/)
Pl
'/ o ()

| asked God to glve me happiness, and God said, No. "-/”if’}

” )‘)

He said He gives in blessings; happiness is up to me.

[ asked God to spare me pain, and God said, No.
He said, “Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and

brings you closer to me.” 2 RAYER REQUESTS

| asked God to make my spirit grow, and God said, No. ¢ Families GrleV|ng

He said | must grow on my own, but He will prune me to make E Healing

me more fruitful. R Jess & Naomi

R :

| asked God if He loved me, and God said, YES!!! 8 Leadershlp

He gave His only Son who died for me, and | will be in heaven M MYF Leadership

someday because | believe. Relationship
Stacy Nofziger

I asked God to help me love others as much as He loves me, étructu?e

and God said, “Aw, finally, you have the idea.”

Shared at Mennonite Women

Longest Night Service @ Zion Mennonite Church

Many of us find the holidays an enormous challenge because as others are singing and shopping, ou
hearts are heavy with grief. We miss loved ones and perhaps live with the pain of unresolved issues} or whe
-couldhavebeen. The traditions and bright lights only service to heighten our struggle. .

Others of us are well aware of the need for comfort as we struggle through the increasing phyklcal
. darkness that leads to the winter solstice, our longest night. That physical darkness is sometimes reflected
|n the dark, lost feelings we have as we contemplate Christmas without loved ones, a holiday made lJncer-
taln by economic concerns, or the brokenness in our lives that separates us from others. .

On Wednesday December 21, the longest night of the year, Zion Mennonite Church invites yctu to

gather in their Sanctuary at 7:00 pm to acknowledge this darkness, to share our hurts with God, and 10 oper
our hearts to the light God has promised us in Jesus. If you know those whose Christmas joy is mixéd with
LI AYE LXSHAaS AYy@AaS GKSY G2 22Ay é2dz G GKA& 4 2

Ecandle lighting, and fellowship, so that we, the people that have walked in darkness, may also be thel people

- who have seen a great lighChildcare will be provided. .
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